
TABLE OF CONTENTS

1. current experiences with crime prevention 

in the German and European context

2. the German congress on crime prevention

1

www.erich-marks.de                      Cape Town  2010-09-21



FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

Federal Parliamentary Republic 

Reunification: 1990

Population: 82.000.000 

Area: 357.000 km²

Capital: Berlin

President: Christian Wulff

Chancellor: Angela Merkel 
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16 DIFFERENT CRIME PREVENTION POLICIES

AND ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURES
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1. Baden-Württemberg

2. Bavaria

3. Berlin

4. Brandenburg

5. Bremen

6. Hamburg

7. Hesse

8. Mecklenburg-Vorpommern

9. Lower-Saxony

10. North Rhine-Westphalia

11. Rhineland-Palatinate

12. Saarland

13. Saxony

14. Saxony-Anhalt

15. Schleswig-Holstein

16. Thuringia
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CRIME PREVENTION: 26 ASPECTS AND THESES

1. Crime prevention is primarily a community task 

2. Crime prevention requires an interdisciplinary 

network 

3. Crime prevention is a responsibility concerning all 

of society 

4. Crime prevention requires citizen commitment 

5. Crime prevention requires close cooperation with 

other fields working onprevention
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CRIME PREVENTION: 26 ASPECTS AND THESES

6. Crime prevention must be a holistic strategy

7. Crime prevention must be a long-term and 

sustainable form of action

8. Crime prevention is primarily a process-oriented 

attitude

9. Crime prevention is a problem- and cause-oriented 

strategy

10. Crime prevention is an effective approach to almost 

all criminal offences
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CRIME PREVENTION: 26 ASPECTS AND THESES

11. Crime prevention is economically successful

12. Crime prevention requires specific prevention 

management

13. Crime prevention develops its own standards

14. Crime prevention requires evaluation

15. Crime prevention requires exchange and 

benchmarking
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CRIME PREVENTION: 26 ASPECTS AND THESES

16. Crime prevention is applied subsidiarity

17. Crime prevention is developing into a qualified 

professional specialty

18. Crime prevention is oriented toward enlightened 

crime policies

19. Crime prevention has an important connection to 

restorative justice

20. Crime prevention needs cross-border cooperation

7
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CRIME PREVENTION: 26 ASPECTS AND THESES

21. Crime prevention also works through adaptation

22. Crime prevention is not a punishment

23. Crime prevention serves to increase reporting of 

crime

24. Crime prevention is strongly influenced by the 

Internet

25. Crime prevention is an effective form of victim 

protection

26. Crime prevention has limits 

8
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PROJECTS &  PROGRAMS

- SOME EXAMPLES -
9
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Papilio
Primary prevention social competenc in preschool education

EFFEKT
parents-childs-training

buddy
a peer group-focused educational programme 

Class2000, Lions-Quest &

kindergarten-plus

http://www.papilio.de/english-basic-information.php
http://www.effekt-training.de/
http://www.effekt-training.de/
http://www.buddy-ev.de/
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PROJECTS &  PROGRAMS

- SOME EXAMPLES -
10
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Socially Integrative City
governments extended urban development support 

c t c
Communities that care

G F E
group-focused  enmity

kompetent
projects against hate crime

http://www.sozialestadt.de/en/programm/
http://www.papilio.de/english-basic-information.php
http://www.lpr.niedersachsen.de/nano.cms/de/Aktivitaeten?XAction=Details&XID=80
http://www.lpr.niedersachsen.de/nano.cms/de/Aktivitaeten?XAction=Details&XID=80
http://www.uni-bielefeld.de/(en)/ikg/
http://www.lpr.niedersachsen.de/nano.cms/de/Aktivitaeten?XAction=Details&XID=80
http://www.lpr.niedersachsen.de/nano.cms/de/Aktivitaeten?XAction=Details&XID=21


EARLY PREVENTION &  INTERVENTION

The example of Olds Nurse Home Visiting Program

More than 20 years experience in USA

Theoretical based by   

Ecological Systems Theory (Urie Bronfenbrenner, 1979)

Self-Efficacy Theory (Albert Bandura, 1977)

Attachment Theory (John Bowlby, 1969)

3 major goals: 

Improving womens prenatal health
Improving child‘s health and developement
Improving the mother‘s life course

High (long-term) impact and best practice (e.g. 
Stockholm Prize)

„Foundation Pro Child“ in Germany since 2006 

2009-10-06    PRETORIAWWW.ERICH-MARKS.DE
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http://www.nursefamilypartnership.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=home
http://www.stiftung-pro-kind.de/


Babies like helpfulness12
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Hamlin / Wynn / Bloom:

(Yale University) 

Nature 450, 2007, 557ff



WEBSITE:  WWW.PRAEVENTIONSTAG.DE13
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GERMAN CONGRESS ON CRIME PREVENTION

The German Congress on Crime Prevention was founded in 1995 as an 

annual national convention for the field of crime prevention.

The aim of the German Congress on Crime Prevention is to present and 

strengthen crime prevention within a broad societal framework. Thus it 

contributes to crime reduction as well as reducing both the fear of crime, 

and the number of victims of crime.

As an annually organised congress, the main objectives of the Congress 

are:

 Presenting and exchanging current and basic questions of crime prevention 

and its effectiveness

 Bringing together partners within the field of crime prevention

 Functioning as a forum for the practice of crime prevention and for fostering 

the exchange of expertise

 Helping to get into contact at the international level and to exchange 

information

 Discussing implementation strategies

 Developing and disseminating recommendations for practice, politics, 

administration and research in the field of crime prevention

14
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CONGRESS TARGET GROUPS

The German Congress on Crime Prevention as well as the Annual International Forum are 

geared to people from over the world (German and non-German speaking) working in all 

areas of crime prevention:

 administration

 health system

 youth welfare

 judicary

 churches

 local authorities

 media

 politics

 police

 prevention committees projects

 schools

 organizations and associations

 science

15
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CONGRESS STRUCTURE 2011
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• stands

• poster

• special  exhib.

• film  forum

• stage

• accompanying  
events 

• main topic

• open forum

• projekt  spots

• Intern. forum

• youth  university

• opening

• salutations

• key  speaker

• survey / report

• Closing  event

plenary lectures

exhibitionstudio



CONGRESS - UNIVERSITY17
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PARTICIPANTS AND VISITORS
(SINCE 2003)
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2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Participants 1.219 1.235 1.907 1.442 1.901 1.744 2.129 2.728      

Visitors 50 750 1.550 780 1.624 2.400 718 1.691

Total 1.269 1.985 3.457 2.222 3.525 4.144 2.847 4.419



INTERNATIONAL PARTICIPANTS
(SINCE 2004)
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2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Participants 27 23 37 40 73 80 192

Countries 9 10 14 14 33 27 36



PERMANENTE CONGRESS PARTNERS

Organisation:

German Congress on Crime Prevention - GCOCP on behalf of the German Foundation for 

Crime Prevention and Offender Support (DVS)

Permanent co-operation partners of the 

GERMAN CONGRESS ON CRIME PREVENTION:

 DBH - Educational Services

 German Forum for Crime Prevention (DFK)

 Police Crime Prevention at State and National Level (ProPK)

 The "White Ring" organisation

International partners of the GERMAN CONGRESS ON CRIME PREVENTION:

 International Centre for the Prevention of Crime (ICPC), Montreal

 European Forum for Urban Security (EFUS), Paris

 Violence Prevention Alliance of WHO, Geneva

 Korean Institute for Criminology (KIC), Seoul

20
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FURTHER PARTNERS 201021
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PROGRAMS &  DISTRIBUTION

 program  flyer  (german)

 program  flyer  AIF (english)

 youth  university  &  school  flyer

 catalog (including expert report)
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ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL FORUM

FOR CRIME PREVENTION (AIF)
23
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www.gcocp.org

http://www.gcocp.org/


ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL FORUM (AIF)

Since 2007 with the introduction of the Annual International Forum 

this is also true for the international perspective. With the AIF an 

international (non-German speaking) audience is addressed to share 

their experiences in crime prevention.

We believe that while the world is growing closer research as well as 

experience should be disseminated within a broad professional 

framework. 

Therefore we ask international experts from all areas of crime 

prevention to introduce, share and discuss their ideas, goals, 

outcomes, projects and speeches with other experts and to 

experience the German modality of crime prevention.

Next Annual International Forum: Oldenburg 2011-05-30-31

24
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CONGRESSES 1995  - 201025

1st GCOCP 1995 in Lübeck 2nd GCOCP 1996 in Münster

3rd GCOCP 1997 in Bonn 4th GCOCP 1998 in Bonn

5th GCOCP 1999 in Hoyerswerda 6th GCOCP 2000 in Düsseldorf

7th GCOCP 2001 in Düsseldorf 8th GCOCP 2003 in Hanover

9th GCOCP 2004 in Stuttgart 10th GCOCP 2005 in Hanover

11th GCOCP 2006 in Nuremberg

12th GCOCP / 1st Annual International Forum, 2007 in Wiesbaden

13th GCOCP / 2nd Annual International Forum, 2008 in Leipzig

14th GCOCP / 3rd Annual International Forum, 2009 in Hanover

15th GCOCP / 4th Annual International Forum, 2010 in Berlin
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INTERNET DATA BASE

www.praeventionstag.de

 678 registered Experts for 

Crime Prevention

 454 registered Organisations

for Crime Prevention

 more than 1.000 articles, 

abstracts and presentations

26
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PRINT DOCUMENTATION (GERMAN)27
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PRINT DOCUMENTATION (ENGLISH)28
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16 TH CONGRESS 2011

30.  &  31.  may  2011

City  of  Oldenburg

29

www.erich-marks.de                      Cape Town  2010-09-21

http://www.oldenburg.de/stadtol/index.php?id=1&L=1


THANK YOU !

"If you want to build a ship, 

don’t drum up people to collect wood 

and don’t assign them tasks and work, 

but rather teach them 

to long for the endless immensity of the sea.” 

Antoine de Saint-Exupery (1900 – 1944) 
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